STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The February 7, 2022, regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by President Marty Heffner at 9:00 a.m.  Those present included Commissioners Paul Sinders, Bryan Allender, and Marty Heffner. Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive. Jennifer M Flater made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Rob Gambill led the Pledge to the Flag followed with prayer by Eric Somheil. 

A motion to approve the January 3, 2022, regular meeting minutes, January 12, 2022, executive meeting minutes, and January 12, 2022, special meeting minutes was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender.  Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF BODY CAMERA GRANT FOR SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT

Rob Gambill, EMA Director, presented the Body Camera Grant for the Sheriff’s Department. Rob stated he would like the Commissioners approval to request the Body Camera Grant for all the departments in Clay County. This will be a 25% match that can be in kind or cash. The grant will run from April 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022 and is due February 18, 2022.
Motion to approve the Body Camera Grant and for Rob to apply for Clay County as well as the Sheriff’s Department was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF CASA CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENTS
Sarah Tellechea, with CASA, presented 2 contracts to be paid from the CASA grants. Both contracts are for a one year term with an hourly pay thru claims of $15.00.
Motion to approve the CASA contracts as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION MICROVOTE AGREEMENT AND VOTING AGREEMENT

Amy Jordan, Clerk, presented the Microvote agreement for $13,000.00. This is the same contract as before and will be for four years.
Motion to approve the Microvote agreement with the change made by Eric on Council and Commissioners was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

Jennifer Flater read a statement by Anola explaining the Microvote Election Agreement for $4,900.00. This is to assist with the primary and general election testing to ensure everything goes correctly.

Motion to approve the Microvote Election agreement as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONDIDERATION OF MID-WEST PRE SORT CONTRACT
Barb Scott stated the State has passed a law that the form 11’s must be mailed out by April 30th of each year. Midwest would provide a proof of mailing to show they were mailed before April 30th. Any mailings that come back undeliverable are returned to the County Assessor’s Office. Those that are returned can be discussed with the Treasurer and Auditor to determine if the address should be changed and the form mailed out again. 

Motion to approve Midwest Presort Agreement with addition of mail by date was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION

Judah Lohrman, with the Health Department, made a presentation to the Commissioners and shared her concerns. Judah stated she started as the food inspector in late September and since then she has seen a lot of violations. At the current time she does not have the capability to impose fees for violations. This will be a three step process. Judah presented this to the Health Board at their January meeting and the board approved it. Judah now needs the Commissioners approval as well. The Commissioners will take under advisement.  

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION CONTRACT WITH INDOT FOR BRIDGE INSPECTIONS
Marty presented the INDOT contract for Bridge Inspections and stated this has been a long process. The contract will be from September 1, 2022 thru August 31, 2025.
Motion to approve the INDOT Contract for Bridge Inspection was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY APPOINTMENTS
1. To serve on the Community Corrections Advisory Board----Juvenile Probation Officer, Jessica McMillin, to complete the term for Cathy Judd until December 31, 2024.

2. Approve Amy Adams to serve a two year term, for years 2022 and 2023, as a non-voting member on the Clay County Redevelopment Commission from the Clay Community Schools.

3. If you recall, last year, we re-structured the Clay County Ambulance Review Committee.  Members of the Committee will be three Fire Chiefs or Representatives as appointed by the Commissioners for a three year term.  Initially, one member was appointed for one year, one member for two years, and one member for three years. Bryan Husband was appointed for 2021.  We need to re-appoint him to the Committee for a three year term for years, 2022, 2023, and 2024.

Motion to approve the County Appointments listed above as presented was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER
Paul stated there is a new law that Commissioners are to approve the County Health Officer after the Health Board appoints. The Clay County Health Board met on January 31st and appointed Dr. Camillo Mendoza as the Health Officer for a four year term 2022 thru 2025.
Motion to approve Dr. Mendoza as the Health Officer was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Jennifer informed the Council the Annual Financial Report was submitted on January 19, 2022.

Christie Jacob introduced herself as the interim director of the Clay County Extension Office.

During the public comments at the Commissioners meeting a few individuals spoke out about the potential jail expansion. There were a lot of concerns with how the ICE program is handled and that the ICE detainees are not being treated fairly by our government. Those that spoke were as follows: Rommelia Solano, with Communities Not Cages, (Ms. Solano had to be removed for disrupting the meeting twice), Robert Dodson, Clay County citizen, and Kerry Clear, Clay County citizen. Mr. Clear also spoke about alternatives for the homeless in Clay County and finding ways to help them with housing. 
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Bryan Allender.  Motion carried 3-0.
Clay County Commissioners 

Attest:

Clay County Auditor
